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Abstract

The secret of the teckhelet (Biblical blue) dye was lost long ago. Attempts to rediscover it
have led to mistakes in the past so religious authorities are very wary of accepting its
reintroduction. In this work new findings are reported that resolve the remaining major
objection. The objection being that the dying process had not been reliably reproduced
without resorting to modern chemicals, unknown in ancient times. A description is given
of the dying process using chemicals used in ancient times and comparisons are made
with similar dying techniques. The resulting color is analyzed and compared with ancient
writings and archaeological artifacts. The ramifications for religious law of the new
findings reported here are discussed.
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